
Spring 2018 at OPUS
 
Dear  ,
 
Greetings from the Archives!
 
After a second evacuation with the devastating mud flows in Monetcito, we at OPUS are
once again very happy to be back on campus. Montecito is still working on recovery,
and we continue to hold in our hearts those who lost homes or loved ones, and those
who have been otherwise deeply affected. We are once again thankful for the many
responders who worked tirelessly throughout such a difficult time, and for those who
work steadily on repairing and rebuilding our area. Spring is a time of rejuvenation. So
as we work our way back to normalcy on campus, we look forward to when students and
the visiting public are able to return to Ladera in the coming weeks.
 
Once the Ladera campus reopens, OPUS invites you to come see the first of our new
exhibit in two parts. : Noon of Midnight, curated byPassages Through the Archives
Devon Deimler, will remain on view through May and then will transition into part two of
the exhibit, , in June.Midnight of Noon
 
Our three-part series "Mythical Journeys to the Otherworld" with Evans Lansing Smith,
PhD, is back on track. Join Dr. Smith in an exploration of images, songs, and stories on
three Sundays in late March and early April and May. Registration is required for the full
series.
 
The Joseph Campbell Foundation Mythological RoundTable® Group lead by Devon
Deimler resumes in April. David Odorisio, PhD will present "Phoenix Force and
Feminine : Reading Myth in Comic Books and Pop Culture" and will followJouissance
with group discussion.
 
Learn more about all of our highly meaningful exhibits and events in this newsletter and
on our website: .www.opusarchives.org
 
The symbolism of fire and water in relation to the Thomas Fire and the rain that caused
mudflows in Montecito is unmistakable, and once again the value and strength of
community and contribution is reinforced. In response, OPUS Archives and Research

http://www.opusarchives.org


community and contribution is reinforced. In response, OPUS Archives and Research
Center will soon announce the opening cycle for the 2018 New Mythos Grant that will
focus on artistic expression. "Out of the Mud and Ashes" will bring many voices together
for an evening performance in order to convey a new mythos for our time and our
community. Look for that announcement along with application and guidelines very
soon.
 
Best wishes to all,
 
Jennifer Maxon, MLIS
Director of OPUS / Archivist
 

 

Mythical Journeys to the Otherworld
A three-part series exploring cinema and the arts



OPUS is proud to present a series of three Sunday evening sessions focusing on the
mythologies of the nekyia—a Greek word for the journey to the underworld—in film, art
history, literature, music, psychology, and graphic media. The nekyia was C.G. Jung’s
“Myth of Analysis” throughout the course of his career, and it is an inexhaustible source
of images, songs, and stories. This series explores those stories and the archetypal
imagery associated with the myth in a broad range of ancient and contemporary
manifestations. It will be of special interest to creative professionals—such as
filmmakers, writers, artists, photographers, dancers, and musicians—as well as anyone



interested in the role of myth and dream in the individuation process. Each session will
be from 5:00 to 9:00 on a Sunday evening, and will include a presentation followed by a
film.

For more information on our lecturer, the content of each session, and the film selections
for this special series, please visit the  page of our website, or emailEvents

d.deimler@opusarchives.org with any questions.
 

 
 

The Joseph Campbell Mythological RoundTable® Group
of OPUS at Pacifica Graduate Institute
 

In our next dynamic event David Odorisio, PhD will present:
 

"Phoenix Force and Feminine :Jouissance
"Reading Myth in Comic Books and Pop Culture

 
at the Pacifica Graduate Institute Ladera Lane campus

 
Sunday, April 22, 2018

5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
 
What do our cultural stories – our popular myths – have to say about the potential for
re-birth?  In ancient mythology, the Phoenix represents a symbol of great destructive
power, but also life-giving rejuvenation. This Roundtable presentation will examine the
evolution of the “Phoenix Force” over a 35-year span of  history, including herX-Men
many retellings, resuscitations, and reincarnations, and invite reflection on what this
ancient symbol of regeneration has to say to modern times. 
 

This event is FREE and open to the public. No reservations are needed.
 

For more information on the presentor and this event, please visit the  page ofEvents
our website.

 
 

http://www.opusarchives.org/events/
https://pacifica.secure.retreat.guru/program/mythical-journeys-to-the-otherworld/?form=1&lang=en
http://www.opusarchives.org/events/


 
 

 

New Exhibit On View
Passages Through the Archives: Noon of Midnight



From the darkest night may come the brightest light. Passages Through the Archives
features manuscripts, artifacts, video, and artwork from the Archives exploring
psychological experiences of utter pain, ecstatic revival, and how these two extreme and
uncanny hours of the soul both eclipse and catalyze one another.
 

 (part one) is now on view and runsPassages Through the Archives: Noon of Midnight
through May. It delves into ideas and expressions of midnight experience, including the
value of deep suffering, underworld encounters, nightmarish imagery, and mythic figures
of death who also offer hope of resurrection.
 
For more information please visit the OPUS  page or emailExhibit
d.deimler@opusarchives.org
 

 

Collection Spotlight
The Sketchbooks of Katie Sanford
 

Each painting in Katie Sanford's collection
brims with color and fills the canvas with its
subject. A fascinating compliment to these
paintings are her sketchbooks. From 1954 -
1956, Katie created dozens of watercolor
sketches depicting dream figures and other
psychic images ranging from the playful to
the dreadful. The sketch shown here, from
1954, portrays a whimsical and ghostly
landscape occupied by a red-eyed creature,

a nearly transparent woman, and a striking cloaked figure. This piece and more from the
Archive's collections are currently on exhibit in Passages Through the Archives: Noon of

.Midnight

http://www.opusarchives.org/exhibits/


.Midnight
 

Support OPUS
All Year Long

 
Your contribution to OPUS helps with our mission to
preserve collections and make them accessible to

researchers.
 

 
You may donate online by credit card by simply clicking
the icon above and filing out the secure form. We also

graciously accept donations via mail at:
OPUS Archives & Research Center

801 Ladera Lane
Santa Barbara, CA 93108

 
OPUS Archives

Find Us Online
 

                
 
 

Visit our website at www.opusarchives.org
 

OPUS 
Holding the Archival

Collections of:
 

Joseph Campbell
Christine Downing
Marija Gimbutas

Adolf Guggenbuhl-Craig
James Hillman
Katie Sanford
Jane Hollister
Wheelwright

Joseph Wheelwright
Marion Woodman

 
The Administrative

 areOffice and Archives
open

Monday - Thursday
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

 
 

The Joseph Campbell
 is openLibrary

Saturdays 2:30 - 4:30 p.m.
 
 

Both are available by appointment
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